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November 2, 2021

The Honorable Jay Edwards
41 S. High St.
Columbus, OH 43215

Dear Rep. Edwards and Members of the HB 29 Conference Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide additional comments about the establishment of Ohio’s
sports betting market through HB 29. As always, we stand ready and willing to assist members of the
General Assembly in making the best decisions for the Buckeye State when it comes to authorizing
mobile and retail sports betting opportunities.

According to our research and a review of public announcements, there are seventeen sportsbook
operators with announced partnerships that would pursue a sports wagering license in Ohio should
the state approve sports wagering. This is indicative of a great amount of interest in the Ohio market,
and it is just beginning.

Further, our review of legal sports betting reveals that there are more than thirty individual sports
betting companies/brands currently operating or preparing to launch in the United States (see list
below). This does not account for high-profile companies such as Fanatics which recently announced
their plans to launch U.S. sports betting operations, or the dozens of non-U.S.-regulated sportsbooks
that are evaluating their entry into the U.S. marketplace.

888/Sports lllustrated Caesars Maximbet
Bally’s Circa Parx
Barstool Sports DraftKings PlayUp
Bet365 Elite PointsBet
BetFred FanDuel Smarkets
Betly/Delaware North FoxBet Sporttrade
BetMGM Fubo Superbook
Rush Street/BetRivers Golden Nugget theScore
Betsson Hard Rock Tipico
Betway JACK TwinSpires
BlueBet Kindred/Unibet WynnBet

Ohio’s combination of a population and number of sports teams, both professional and collegiate,
makes it a top-tier destination for the sports betting industry. For comparison, Colorado has over two
dozen sports betting companies currently operating, with several more planned for launch in the near
future, despite the fact that Colorado’s population is less than half of Ohio’s population. Given these
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numbers, we can expect Ohio to have over 30 viable sports betting options available to consumers in
a mature market, assuming that those companies will be given access to the market through
legislation and the licensing process.

iDEA submitted the following paragraph as part of its testimony to the Senate Select Committee on
Gaming in May of this year. The principles regarding a truly free market are something we promote
and serves state governments well. We believe it still rings true today:

“The other item to address is the assertion that Ohio’s sports betting market should be
arbitrarily capped at twenty operators. This would be antithetical to the free-market approach
supported by the Committee and would undermine consumer choice and satisfaction in the
marketplace. The evidence is clear that more competition will bring more revenue to the state;
revenue that will help pay for education or other critical needs. We urge this committee to
continue to back the approach envisioned in SB 176. This will afford all qualified operators the
opportunity to participate in the free market, and removes the state from picking winners and
losers.”

What was accurate in May is accurate now. Locking out potential market participants through
statutory limits will not allow Ohio to develop the robust market that we have seen other states begin
to cultivate through their enabling legislation. Allowing the free market to determine which
companies are successful in Ohio will do more to provide additional revenues to the state and better
sports betting experiences for consumers than participants who are chosen by the licensees granted
a license by the Casino Control Commission.

Again, thank you for the opportunity to offer thoughts on Ohio’s addition of sports betting to its
roster of legal gaming options in the Buckeye State. Please do not hesitate to let us know if there is

additional information that may be of benefit to you. Thank you in advance for your consideration
and thank you for your service to this great state.

Sincerely,

Jeff Ifrah
General Counsel & Founder
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