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Legislative Updates: iGaming

State

ALBERTA

Current Status

Alberta is seeking board members for a newly created
agency — Alberta iGaming Corporation (AIGC) — which will
oversee the province's upcoming regulated online
gambling market.

The AIGC is the formal vehicle to manage and license
private-sector operators for online sports betting and
casino /iGaming in Alberta.

The public recruitment invites applications for five board
positions (including a chair and vice-chair).

This is a concrete sign that Alberta’s online gambling
initiative is advancing toward real implementation.

The expectation is that private operators (similar to how
the model works in Ontario) could launch services by 2026.

Weekly Update

January 09, 2026
Latest state updates highlighted in gréen

Key Dates

AiIGC Board
applications
due Dec 10.

iDEA Engagement / Opportunities

iDEA will continue to monitor developments in
Alberta, and will be engaging with the
regulator throughout the rulemaking process.



https://www.covers.com/industry/alberta-passed-a-sports-betting-and-igaming-bill-now-what-happens-may-8-2025?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2026/bills/house/1078/details
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2026/bills/house/1078/details
https://iga.in.gov/pdf-documents/124/2026/house/bills/HB1052/committee-amendments/drafts/AM105207.pdf
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MARYLAND

Del. Vanessa Atterbeary, who has been the champion for
iGaming legislation, announced on 12/11 that she is retiring
effective immediately so that she can focus on her election
to the county board of supervisors. Also the Speaker of
House, who had been an iGaming supporter, also
announced that she is stepping down from the leadership
position.

Both of these moves hamper the possibility of iGaming
advancing in Maryland this upcoming session.

Session Start —
01/14/2026

We are reaching out to our legislative contacts
in MD to discuss how this issue will proceed in
light of these significant legislative changes..

MASS

On 1113 iDEA participated in a hearing on H4431. The
hearing covered several gaming bills including one from
Senator Keenan which would impose onerous controls on
the industry that aim to curb problem gambling. His bill is
S. 302.

Nov 13 — Hearing
date

iDEA was an active participate in the hearing
both explaining the merits of iGaming and
defending against the opponents claims.

We are following up with every committee
member to continue to be a resource to them
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https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/H4431
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/S302
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The discussion around iGaming reflected a mix of support
and opposition. iDEA presented on a panel alongside the
bill's sponsor and DraftKings, while responsible gaming
advocates, unions, and NAAIG voiced their opposition to
the measure.

You can find a recording of the full hearing here — iGaming
discussion begins around the 40:00 minute mark.

Lawmakers seemed sympathetic to the RG witnesses who
presented, but are genuinely interested in learning more
about the scope of problem gambling and what can be
done to prevent it.

moving forward.

You can read our submitted testimony on the
Web Portal.

OHIO

iDEA met with Ohio lawmakers at the NCLGS conference -
Rep. Bride Sweeney, Vice Chair of the House Finance
Committee & Minority Leader Dani Issacsohn. It was an
excellent meeting and we discussed a variety of issues
from consumer protection, impact of land-based gaming
and revenue potential.

Leader Issacsohn called himself an iGaming skeptic, but
has become more open to it because of education efforts
from iDEA and others. Rep. Sweeney believes that iGaming

Session Starts —
01/05/2026

iDEA's lobbyist has been monitoring the various
gaming bills being considered and is also
meeting with lawmakers on our behalf.

iDEA members who attended the Ohio
lawmakers meeting included: DraftKings,
FanDuel, Bally's, Aristocrat, Playtech and
GeoComply.

John Pappas also met separately with Sens.
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https://malegislature.gov/Events/Hearings/Detail/5461
https://ideagrowth.org/wp-content/uploads/iDEA-Testimony_H4431_Nov-13.pdf
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2025/S2614
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2025/A6027
https://ideagrowth.org/wp-content/uploads/iDEA_Testimony_Submission_10_29_2025.pdf
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should be considered because of the state’s need for tax
revenues, however, Democrats and Republicans are
divided on how the money should be spent. While
Democrats are in the minority in both the House and
Senate, we believe securing their support for iGaming will
be essential for future passage.

Prospects for a bill are not great this next session because
the current Governor is strongly opposed to any gambling
expansion.

Nathan Manning (iGaming bill sponsor) and Bill
DeMora. We had productive conversations with
both lawmakers, however, they echoed that
moving a bill this next session would be difficult
because of the Governor’s opposition.
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https://lis.blob.core.windows.net/files/1082673.PDF
https://lis.blob.core.windows.net/files/1082922.PDF
https://ideagrowth.org/legislative_updates/updated-virginia-igaming-bill-and-push-for-passage/
https://ideagrowth.org/wp-content/uploads/iDEA_BETTING-ON-iGAMING_01.09.26.pdf
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Legislative Updates: Sports Betting

Current Status

ALASKA On Friday, 5/16 the Labor and Commerce
committee held a hearing on HB 145. The hearing
can be viewed here. This was a “check the box”
hearing to ensure that the issue would remain
alive until next session. So nothing will happen
again on HB 145 until 2026.

The bill would authorize up to 10 sports wagering
licenses and impose a tax rate of 20%.

Key Dates

May 21: first session
adjourned

iDEA Engagement / Opportunities

iDEA will monitor developments and will remain in
touch with the bill sponsor.



https://www.akleg.gov/basis/Bill/Detail/34?Root=hb%20145
https://www.ktoo.org/video/gavel/house-labor-commerce-committee-2025051211/?eventID=2025051211
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https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2025/proposals/ab601
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Regulatory Updates

State
MARYLAND

Current Status

Maryland has issued several new proposed
regulations related to sports wagering that can
be found here.

These new rules posted on 12/15 focus on data
security of player information, self exclusions and
advertising.

We are continuing to engage with the regulator
on a proposal to reduce the promotional
deduction threshold to 5%. We understand that
the rules will be put on hold through the state
legislative review committee, but only as a
temporary solution.

Key Dates

iDEA Engagement / Opportunities

iDEA has proactively reached out to the
Commission and shared our concerns with the
proposed amendment.



https://www.mdgaming.com/marylands-casinos/official-regulations/
https://ohio.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c3a2a751f728feed791f52867&id=f6caf38134&e=291a84d557

